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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . This application has no priority claim made. The filing date is 02/20/2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hoshen, Gideon et 
al. (EP 1 23 1 790 A2), hereinafter referred as Hoshen. 

a. Regarding claim 1, Hoshen disclosed a method of processing content information at a 
second CE (consumer electronics) device, the method comprising: receiving 
authorization for the processing by the second CE device of, at least part of, the 
content information stored at a first CE device, the first CE device coupled to the 
second CE device via a peer-to-peer network of respective CE devices (column 9, line 
8-35). 

b. Regarding claim 2, Hoshen disclosed the method of claim 1 , wherein the processing 
of, at least part of, the content information comprises at least one of: receiving the 
content information from the first CE device at the second CE device (column 9, line 
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26-35; column 1, line 13-25); storing the content information at the second CE device 
(column 1, line 13-25); and playing out the content information from the second CE 
device (column 1, line 13-25). 

c. Regarding claim 3, Hoshen disclosed the method of claim 1, wherein the 
authorization is requested from one of: an entitlement manager remote to the second 
CE device; and a conditional access module local to the second CE device (column 6, 
line 53-column 7, line 9; colxmm 10, line 42-column 11, line 29; colunm 12, line 17- 
54). 

d. Regarding claim 4, Hoshen disclosed the method of claim 1 , wherein the network 
comprises at least one hub (column 14, line 1-42). 

e. Regarding claim 5, Hoshen disclosed the method of claim 1 , wherein the content 
information originates from an MSO (Media Service Operator) (column 8, line 32- 
column 9, line 7). 

f Regarding claim 6, Hoshen disclosed a second CE device (column 12, line 17-54) for 
use in a method of processing content information at the second CE (consumer 
electronics) device, the method comprising receiving authorization for processing by 
the second device of, at least part of, the content information stored at a first CE 
device, the first CE device coupled to the second CE device via a peer-to-peer 
network of respective CE devices (column 9, line 8-35); and wherein the second CE 
device comprises: a storage unit for storing content information that is under control 
of a conditional access manager (column 1, line 13-25; column 6, line 53-column 7, 
line 9; column 10, line 42-column 11, line 29; column 12, line 17-54); means for 
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receiving an authorization from the manager to process the content information 
(column 9, line 8-35); and means for receiving content information from the first CE 
device coupled to the second CE device via the peer-to-peer network of respective 
devices (column 9, line 26-35; column 1, line 13-25). 

g. Regarding claim 7, Hoshen disclosed an EPG (Electronic Program Guide) on first 
content information available to a second CE device, the EPG comprising: first data 
on the first content information, the first content information stored at a first CE 
device, the first CE device being coupled to the second CE device via a peer-to-peer 
network of respective CE devices (colunm 9, line 1-7; column 10, line 42-column 11, 
line 39; colunm 18, line 50-column 19, line 35). 

h. Regarding claim 8, Hoshen disclosed the EPG of claim 7 also on second content 
information, the EPG comprising: second data on the second content information, the 
second content information residing outside the peer-to-peer network (column 9, line 
1-7; column 10, line 42-column 11, line 39; column 18, line 50-column 19, line 35). 

i. Regarding claim 9, Hoshen disclosed the EPG of claim 7, wherein the first data is 
updated upon a change of content information, which is available to the second 
device, and that is stored at a first CE device (column 9, line 1-7; column 10, line 42- 
column 11, line 39; column 18, line 50-colunm 19, line 35). 

j. Regarding claim 10, Hoshen disclosed the EPG of claim 7, wherein the first data 
comprises data on conditional access (column 6, line 53-column 7, line 9; column 19, 
• line 1-35). 
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k. Regarding claim 11, Hoshen disclosed a method of enabling an end-user to select 
content information, using a first CE device that is part of a peer-to-peer network of 
CE devices in a data network, the method comprising: giving the end-user an 
incentive to select content information available at a second CE device in the peer-to- 
peer network in the data network over content information available from a source, 
other than one of the CE devices, in the data network (column 1, line 31-37 and 45- 
55; column 2, line 13-29: bandwidth, subscription fee, failure proof VOD and DVR). 

L Regarding claim 12, Hoshen disclosed a method of enabling an end-user to share 
content information, using a first CE device that is part of a peer-to-peer network of 
CE devices in a data network, the method comprising: giving the end-user an 
incentive to make content information available to a second CE device in the peer-to- 
peer network in the data network (column 1, line 3 1-37 and 45-55; column 2, line 13- 
29: (as subscriber) bandwidth, subscription fee, failure proof VOD, DVR and maybe 
free or less charged STB). 
Hoshen disclosed all limitations of claims 1-12. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jones et al. (US 

20020198929 Al), hereinafter referred as Jones. 

a. Regarding claim 12, Jones disclosed a method of enabling an end-user to share 
content information, using a first CE device that is part of a peer-to-peer network of 
CE devices in a data network, the method comprising: giving the end-user an 
incentive to make content information available to a second CE device in the peer-to- 
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peer network in the data network (Fig. 4; column 2, paragraph 0029-column 3, 
paragraph 0031). 

Jones disclosed all limitations of claim 12. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Refer to the enclosed PTO-892 for details. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peling A. Shaw whose telephone number is (571) 272-7968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William A. Cuchlinski can be reached on (571) 272-3925. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the statu9s of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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